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Command performances

By MICHELE J. KUHN
News Tribune staff writer :

NEW BRUNSWICK — Excitment is running
high for members of the Rutgers University
Queens Guard drill squad who will be per-
forming for not one, but two European queens
this summer. :

The guard, a military-style drill team com-

 plete with bayonet tipped rifles, will be per-

forming for Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands
and her husband, Prince Claus, on Monday at
the university. .-

They will leave a few days later for Great
Britain where they will parade before Queen
Elizabeth.

- According to John Young, the guard execu-
tive officer, the squad members are “really

excited” about the two royal appearances.

Monday's performance will be held on the
Voorhees Mall for the members of the Dutch
royal family as part of Rutgers celebration of
its Dutch heritage.

During the trip to England, the team will
participate in the prestigions Royal Tourna-
ment at Earl’s Court in London and at the
Royal Agricultural Show at Stoneleigh, War-
wicksaire, . |

Young, a senior political science and history
major from Shrewsbury, described the nine-

minute silent drill as filled with “tricky
 maneuvers.” The students are equipped with
1903 A3 Spri.ngﬁeld rifles with 16-inch bayo-.

nets.
A::cordmg m the student, the Queens Guard,

cisehich | was “named . after Quetas College.

rud

< before-participating in a ‘drill down' where

Rutgers original name, is fairly unigue among -

its peers because it is not associaled with a
Reserve Officer's Training Corp (ROTC) unit
or other military organization.

The 25-year-old unit began as a part of the
university’s. ROTC program but broke off in
1970 at the height of the Vietnam War when

_ disenchantment with Ihe nﬂ.‘lltary wal at an all
‘time high. s

1t is now an mdependen‘l. sf,udent-run opera:
tion. !

Students interested in juming the guard sign
up during the fall activities fair which show-

cases exl;m»currlcular activities offered by the

Those who- want to join drill for two months

they perform their practiced routine before
the team commander and freshmen

[ tralumg
officer. Out of the usual 30 students who

signed up each September, about six make the
final cut to become a Queens Guard member,

'Jnhn Young, a Ru?gm Unlverﬁw '
- student and executive officer pf the

‘Queens Guard drill squad, gets in

. 'some last minute practice before

“Monday’s exercise before Queen

< Beatrix and Prince Claus of the
““Netherlands, who will be visiting the

-university. - The squad also expects
<o perform before England’s Queen
__Elizabeth next monfh Kt
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official duties:

going on the trips,” Yousg 5 L
During the Christmas is-expected to. attend the-

drill squad practiee: their ; eight. to !II murmmmt — which runs f

from:
! hours a day until they know thém perfectly.. ' JI“IEI 14 'mll ! ﬂ - ;’i‘g@&lﬂ-ﬂ- amw-

Although the precision drills look dangerous
and cause audiences to gasp, they have cant Pewaes B]"“"“" Provost Kenneth

me 8o automatic to the guardsmen that = ga5; a‘,‘m "tw Sxpecied 10, a‘tﬁ@md.'_,y"'m‘

peril has beer diminished. During the past ", T 2
w years only a few cuts and bruises have ... mrﬁmneuwiﬂhawthmadﬂtrutnl_
i ' ‘able to step Inside the gates of Buck-

: and performance; . o8 ing 2 Faicht;o w;ar.cll: tbefamﬁe{mm

'The guard executive officer able . rather stzmd.an ’ .crow

tvel to Australia, Scotland, California .niderwam like regulnrtﬂurltll. g
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